— W 


þ? | | {2 Aa” 


THE — 


1 


Pre Il ent Exigences 


OF THE 


GOVERNMENT 


CONSIDERD. 


\ 
— — | — 
Res Anguſta Domi. 
; 2 
— — — — JJ 


LOND O NX: 
EE, 


Printed for J. Rox RTS in Warwck-hane. 


M DCC XIX. Price 1 5. 


JG FU ads. 2 


ö 
j 
. 
| 


* | wet, Dr "I 


r 1 * 


. 


ene 


eee 


P ——— —— 


r — — ce < 222 - N — <a "lh entree * 
23 1 1395 2 „ . 2 . Ss 
# = EL — — 
Sel 
5 2 m4 


E N % % v0“ EITIIEED 
. A AAAS 


— A AMAA AM 


E preſent Exigences of the 
Government, is 4 Subject ſo 
copious, that it would 4770 
Matter for large Volumes. 
Ti as impoſſible to ſay all that may be ſaid 
on this Occaſion in one Pamphlet, #s 
"tis for one Pen to expreſs all all that night be 


proper, Vs 


'FIS hop'd this is Apology enough to ſuch 
Gentlemen, as may, perhaps, find ſomething 
wanting that ought to have been ſaid. The 
beſt way to ſupply that Defect, is for others to 
communicate their T boughts as I have done 
mine. 


IN the frſt Sheets of this Diſcourſe, 1 


have enlarg'd on the Pomeſtick Sate of the 
Nation: 
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PREFACE 


Natlon : The other Part relates to the pre- 
ſent Conjuntture of Foreign Afar. : 


WHAT I have here Written, is with 
a Deſign of doing Service to my Country ; 
and I hope it will be taken as kindly as J 


meant it honeſtly. Tit the Concern of every 
Britain, to engage his Repreſentative to a 
more than ordinary Care in this Parliament. 

T hey are ſent thither to attend the Affairs of 
the Nation; which newer ſtood in more need 

of wiſe and ſpeedy Reſolves than at preſent. 
May Heaven direct and inuigorate their 
Councils, that maturely weighing the Dif- 
ficulties we labour under, both from Within 
and Without, they may proportion their Ad- 
ices and Aſſiſtances, according to the Ur- 


gency of Affairs. 
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. E Fate of Empire is grown a 
l Common-Place : That all F 
of Government having been wen 
tated by Men, muſt be Mortal,” 
like their Authors, and have their 
periods of Duration limited, as well as thoſe 
of private Perſons, is a Truth of vulgar Know- 
of = and Obſervation : But'there are few whb". 
turn their Thoughts to examine how: thoſe Di- 
ſeaſes in a State ate bred, that haſten its End; 
which would however be a very uſeſul En- 
_ For though we cannot prolong the 
B * Period 
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e of Heaven or the Bits of its Nat. 


of the Seminal Virtue ; yet we may manage 
a ſickly Conſtitution, and preſerve a ſtrong one; 
we may watch and prevent Accidents ; we 
may turn off a Blow from without, and purge 
away- an ill Humour that is lurking within: 
And by theſe, and other ſuch Methods, render 
a State long - lid, though not immortal. Yet 
ſome Phyſicians have thought, that if it were 
practicable to keep the ſeveral Humours of the 
Body i in an exact, equal Ballance of each with 
[ its oppoſite, it might be immortal; and ſo 
perhaps would a Political Body, if the Bal- 
lance of Power could be always exactly held even. 
But I doubt this is as Impoſſible i in the Practice 
as the other. 
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1 br has an Appearance of Farality, 4 1 tl 3 
18 the Period of a State apptoaches, When * 
Concurrence of many Circumſtances, both wich- 
in and without, unite towards its Ruin; white” 
| the whole Body of the People are either ſtu- 
pidly negligent, or elſe giving in, with all their, 
Might, to thoſe very Practices that are work- 
ing their Deſtruction. To obſerve oppoſite 
Parties, who can agree in nothing elſe, - yet 
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if : firmly united in ſuch Meaſures as muſt certainly, 
| ruin their Country ; to be encompaſſed with, 
f the greateſt Dangers from without, to be torn 
F 5 b 
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[7 ] 
by many virulent Factions within; then to be 
ſecure and ſenſeleſs under all this, and to make 
it the very leaſt of our Concern : Theſe, and 
ſome others that might be nam d, appear to 
me to be the moſt likely ** a State, 
of a Sickneſs unto Death. 


Tur is generally unprevailing in that 
Variety of Factions, into which we are at pre- 
ſent ſo intricately engag'd ; yet I could appeal 
to the ſober Judgment of every conſidering In- 
dividual amongſt them, Whether an extraor- 
dinary Concurrence of Providence does not 


manifeſtly appear in the Support of a Govern- 
ment, whoſe Caſe has ſo often approach'd the 
above Deſcription, and been known by it? 
To me it ſeems almoſt impoſſible to conceive, 
how, in ſuch a ing State, theſe thirty 
Years, Ours could have ſubſiſted without a 


Bor is it not amazing, that a People fo 

_ zealous for the Liberties and Religion, ſhould 
neglect the natural, ſafe and certain Ways of 
ſecuring both, when they have often had re- 
courſe to the moſt violent Remedies, and run 
the utmoſt Hazards to preſerve them 2 This 
is the only Country in Europe that enjoys any 
Freedom under a King; and it mortifies any 
thinking Man, when he conſiders in how many 
'ucceflive — our Conſtitution has been 
B 2 8 amd 
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. aim'd at, and how often the Opportunities of 
a ſecure Eſtabliſhment have been trifled away, 
when obrain'd by the boldeſt Attempts, that 


were made ſucceſsful by an apparent Provi-. 
dence. 


Ir is but a. few Tears ſince this Na- 
tion was juſtly apprehenſive of a Relapſe un- 
der Popery and Arbitrary Power ; from which 
by the Revolution we were before happily de- 
liver'd; then all good Men beg'd of Al- 
mighty God to diſpel their Fears, and in due 
time to ſend us a Proteſtant Succeſſor ; a King 
| who ſhould govern us according to our Laws, 
and not ſet his own Will above them; who. 
ſhould neither invade our Property, nor lay 
'Snares for our Liberty; who ſhould maintain 
the Religion cſtabliſhed with a Tenderneſs to 
thoſe who cannot bring themſelves to a Con- 
formity to it ; and, in ſhort, one in whoſe Reign 
we ſhould have nothing to fear, but every thing 
to hope for. God heard their Prayers, and 
made way for His preſent Majeſty's happy 
Acceſſion to the Throne, by a ſudden and 
ſurprizing Turn of Providence ; which was 
accompanied with the moſt unfeignd Vows 
and Wiſhes of all true Lovers of their Coun- 
try, who from thence expected an inexhauſted 
Affluence of all manner of Bleſſings a Nation 
is capable of enjoying: For what Happineſs | 
To not a People well hope for under: the 

Government 


191 


Government of the beſt of King ſupported 
by the beſt of Titles? And indeed it muſt 
be own d, if this Nation were diſpos'd to be 
happy, that now is the time, when it might 
be compleatly ſo, by the Aſſiſtance of a Prince, 
WW hoſe Reign from the Moment he aſcended the 
T hrone to this Day, has been one Series of Wiſdom, 
Juſtice and Clemency; His Labours - conſtant, un- 
* wearied and ſucceſsful, to retrieve the Honour and 
Reputation of theſe Nations, to re-eſtabliſh the 7. radt, 
and recover the Mealih of His Kingdoms, and whoſe 
greateſt Care has been to Procure the univerſal Good 
of His People. 


Bur notwithſtanding all this, and though 
ſome very late Occurences have given ſufficient 
Indications of the Efficacy of His Majeſty's 
Councils, and the Power of his Arms, where- 
by he is confeſs'd the Hopes of his Allies, and 
the Terror of his Enemies ; yet at Home our 
Affairs cannot afford any other than a melan- 
choly Proſpe&, whilf? we make no other Uſe of 
thoſe ſeveral Advantages which God has put into our 
Hands, but as if we expected that he would continue 
to repeat his Miracles. Thus at Home the pub- 
lick Scale hangs as it were in Suſpence, with- 
out being determin'd by the Weight of Succeſs 
and Settlement: which is the greateſt Encou- 
ragement our Enemies can have to give us all 
poſſible Diſturbances from Abroad. And per” 
haps there never wag any Time, in which it 
2 | was 
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[10] 
was more neceſſary to join Heads and Hearts, 
for the Service of our native Country, that fo 
a ſafe and effectual Method may be agreed 
upon, to bring this Nation through the great 
and many Difficulties it labours under. 


In this great Exigency of Affairs, the Eyes 
of the Natjon are naturally fix d on the Brits 
Parliament, which is our great State Phyſician ; - 
and, under God, the Remedy of all our Ills. 
Nay, the Fate of Europe, at this Time, as 
well as our own in particular, in a great 


Meaſure, depends on their Determinations. 


THERE is not a Body of Men in the 
World, who have ſo noble a Truſt repos'd in 
them, as that which is in the Houſe of Com- 


mans, from the People of Great Britain. Our 


Neighbours the Dutch, tho they ſend Deputies 
to their States, to manage their publick Af- 


fairs, yet limit them with Inſtructions and 
Orders, beyond which they cannot go: And 
if any new Matters of Debate ariſe in the 
Aſſembly of their States, the Deputies can do 
nothing, till firſt they go or ſend to their 
Towns for new. Inſtructions. And the ſame 1 
might ſay of Limitations of T ruſts, and 
Powers in other Governments, where Depu- 
ties are appointed and authoriz d to act in the 
Name of the People. But in Great Britain the 
Cafe is quite otherwiſe ; the People of this 

Nation 
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Nati do entirely put themſelves, and their 
whole Concerns, into the Hands of their Re- 
preſentatives in Parliament. They have no 

Dilruſt of them, and therefore put no manner 
of Shackles upon them; but taking it for 
granted they will employ their utmoſt Skill 

and Wiſdom for their Good, they frankly en- 
truſt them with their Power, Purſes, and all 
other Things, wherein the Strength of the Na- 

tion conſiſts ; that being cloath'd with ſo great 
and unbounded an Authority, they may be the 
better enabled to direct the Money, Men, 
Arms, Shipping, and all other Adyantages of 
the Nation, to the, Defence, Safety, and Pre- 
| ſervation of the Whole, the Cage of which is 
their proper Province. 


Tus Greatneſs and Frankneſs of this oY 
from the People to their Repreſentatives, is 
the higheſt Obligation imaginable, - upon all 
Members of Parliament, to labour with 
the utmoſt Induſtry and Application for the 
Service of thoſe by i they are thus intruſ- 
ted. In order to which, tis neceſſary they 
ſhould be fully inform d and agreed — 4 our 
Caſe is, for otherwiſe tis in vain to ima- 
gine or propoſe. Expedients for our Relief. If 
we can come but once to a right Vnderſtan- 
ding whereabouts we are, and what our Con- 
dition is, it will not then be difficult for us to 
know what we have to do: But if through 

Want 
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want of Conſideration, or through Misinfor- 


mation, or for any other Reaſon whatever, we 
negle& the Diſcovery of our true Dangers and 


Difficulties ; or if we palliate or cover thoſe _ 


Wounds, which can never be cur'd unleſs they 
are firſt ſearch'd to the Bottom, there is little 
Hope of our being fav'd, and (which is the 
moſt killing Thought of alt) we muſt acknow- _ 
ledge ourſelyes to be the Authors of our own 

TES Conſiderations have prevail d with | 
me to ſet down my impartial Sentiments on 
the preſent Neceſſ ties of the Government, ſince, 


in all Affairs of publick Concern, tis every 


Man's Duty to aſſiſt his Country by his Ad- 
vice, as well as with his Hands in time of 
Danger; and ſince Matters may be gs freely 
debated among us abroad, "Is. within t eir owa 
Walls by our Senators, lo likewiſe in their 
printed ctes, inform us of all their Reſolu- 
tions and Proceedings. I hall begin then with 
the Domeſtick State of the Nation : And thence, 
proceed to conſider what, Condition we are in, . 
with relation to the preſent Conj uncture of 


ALT 


* 


1 + Home, there iin d nothing for 
us 0 AT after Providence had fo fi alf con- 


cut d im the ſpeedy Suppreſſion of the late Re- 


bellion, bar? to cloſe, in ah Happy Settlement, up- 
350 2345 iel on 
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on thoſe Foundations of Peace and Liberty, that 
might have ſecur d both us and our Poſterity: 
But we have ſince been ſo far remov d from 
thoſe good Circumſtances, that we have ra- 
ther labour d under the trueſt Symptoms of a 
diſtracted State. This Period of Time has 
been equally remarkable with That which pre- 
ceded it; nay, has produc'd much more ex- 
traordinary, and, perhaps, unparallei d Events, 
which, if they were conſider'd with the Atten- 
tion that is neceſſary, would unfold a new Scene 
of Dangers and Difficultics, of a ſtrange and 
ſurprizig Nature, and at the ſame time manifeſt | 
his Majeſty's great Wiſdom, which has enabled 
him hitherto to ſurmount them. Bur this is 
not a ſeaſonable Opportunity for ſuch Reflec- 
tions; our Buſineſs now, is to conſider the 
Circumſtances we are in at preſent: And the 
firſt Thing that occurs to me, is, That ue are 


in pieces among ourſelves. Now this may, very 


likely, be to us a fatal Misfortune in the pre- 
ſent difficult Conjuncture, unleſs the publick 
Spirit of the Nation ſhall be able to overcome 
it, and to exert itſelf with extraordinary 
' Vigour. The common Danger from a Ruptur 
with Spain, ought to unite us, and to excite in 
the whole Nation a Spirit of Union and Reſo- 
lution, ſuitable to ſo great an Occaſion- And 
tho" we were divided and ſorted into Parties, 
during the late War, tis the longer the worſe; 
1275 „there is _— odd and ſingular in 
the 
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[14 ] 
the Matter at preſent, that makes an eſſential 
Difference, with reſpe& to War. Then one 
ſort of Men had the whole Buſineſs in their 
Hands, and the other was made to ſubmit ; 
Now the prevailing Party is club'd into Fuctionc, 


ſtated, as it were, to make War at Home; to 


which if we add a War Abroad, what a fine 
Work ſhall we make of it, unleſs we can, on 


the ſudden, come at the Art of putting an end 


to theſe Fattions ? which, I'm afraid, is not a 


very poſſible Thing. 


NorunuinG has ſo much contributed, of 
late, to retard our Settlement at Home, and to ren- 
der us Abroad leſs conſiderable than we at 
be, as the ſcandalous Differences and Diſunio 
among the Leading Men of this Party. Union 
and Integrity will do great Matters: But ſure- 
ly they cannot pretend to this, who have no 
Government, no Diſcipline in their Party, no 
Firmneſs to one another, or to any Point? 
They are always laughing, deſpiſing, or rai- 
ling at one another; ſome of them are too 
wiſe, ſome of them too witty, and ſome of 
them too honeſt for the reſt, jealous and en- 
vious of one another's Favour and Preferment, 
every Man thinking himſelf fitteſt to be at the 
Head of Affairs, and hating and reflecting up- 
on thoſe that are ſo, and deſpiſing to be go- 


vern d or directed by them: Whilſt their Ene- 


mies, on the contrary, have but one Heart, 
| one 


Pd mm. 


- 


ww we. ww Ha OO ut 


” VF WW %%% ᷑ RD 


L151 


one Voice, one Purſe, and one Intereſt; ex- 
cuſe and juſtify one another's Faults, counte- 
nance and encourage the meaneſt Fool or 

Knave of their Party; and in return, the 
Underlings are every Man in a perfect Obe- 
dience to his Supexzors, to vote, rail, write, or 
talk, according to Direction, and not other- 
wiſe. | 


Ir is an Impoſition on the common Reaſon 
of Mankind, for any Perſons to pretend to a 
publick Spirit, who, at the ſame time, have 


pin d their own Concerns to the Fortunes of 


private Men, and entirely devoted themſelves 


to their Intereſts : Yet the new Diſtinction be- 


tween · hig and Whig, is chiefly caus'd by this 
very *Thing; which equally diſcovers the 
Weakneſs and No-Principles of thoſe that are 
thus manag'd. Such Men are the greateſt 


Nuſance to a Government, whether in or out 
of Place. When any one of their Party is 


promoted to ſome eminent Station in the Mi- 
niſtry, this powerful Man becomes the Head 
of the whole Body, which is always ſpirited ' 
up with one private Intereſt, equally dear to all 
the Members, join'd in one and the ſame De- 
ſign of enhancing the Favours of their Maſter, 
and-{crving Themſelves with his Intereſt, Power 
and Purſe, And no Man can expect ſo effec- 


tual a Recommendation to any Honour or pro- 


table Truſt, as theſe Men can give him; 
C 2 ſince 
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fince you may be ſure they will recommend 


none but thoſe who are qualih d tor ſuch a Fa- 
vour. In ſhort, nothing can be more contrary 


to their narrow chittiſh Genius, than the 
Character they would aſſume; nor can their 
Idol of a cunning Stateſman be eſteem'd a Pa- 
triot ; who has only the Craft to render him- 
ſelf ſeemingly neceſſary to a Prince, by form- 
ing and managing a Party, which is no better 
an Art, than packing the * or cogging 
the Dice. 


Mos certainly, the World is chiefly go- 
vern'd by Party or Self-Intereſt ; otherwiſe it 
would not be ſo difficult as it is, to find Per- 
ſons who can prefer that of the Publick to their 


own private or particular Views, by a con- 
ſtant and unanimous Application to the Means 
which may contribute thereto. But they are 
frequently miſtaken in their Meaſures, and, 


conſequently, not often likely to obtain their 
Ends, who conſult their own feparate Intereſts 
diſtinctly from one another, conſider'd as a 

Party to which they belong. Thus we ſee 


Men in eminent Truſts often fall to pieces 


among themſelves, and bewray their own per- 
tonal Weaknefics ; which generally concludes in 
the Overthrow of ſome of them, if not ſome- 
times of rhe whole Party. For, if one Side 
thinks itſelf injur d by the other (and all Men 
are partial to themſelves) they ſeldom Rick at 


any 
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any Means, how injuſtifiable ſoever, to effect 
a Reſentment. 


Sucn Inſtances of the Frailty of humane 
Nature may be given within theſe two Years 
paſt, as might make a Ma ever aſham d of 
his own Species; and which (were they not ſo 
open and notorious) ought, out of Pity to Man- 
kind, to be buried in perpetual Silence. Who 
can enough lament the wretched Degeneracy 
of the Age we live in > To ſee Perſons, who 
were formerly noted for the moſt vigorous Aſ- 
ſertors of their Country's Liberty; who, from 
their Infancy, had. imbib'd no other Notions 
than what conduc'd to the publick Safety, 
whoſe Principles were farther improv'd and 
confirm'd by the Advantages of a ſuitable Con- 

_ verfation, and the extraordinary Opportunities 
'of excrting their Talents and Abilities in the 
Szrvice of their Country, and the preſentEſta- 
bliſhment ; and who were ſo far poſſeſt with 
the Maxims on which our Conſtitution is hap- 
pily founded, that they have been often tranſ- 
ported beyond the Bounds of Moderation, even 
to unwatrantable Exceſſes. To ſee theſe Men, 
I ſay, fo infamouſly contradict thoſe Prin- 
ciples, and fall in with Meaſures that are de- 
ſtructive to the Intereſt of this Government, 
and conſequently to the Peace and Safety of 
their Country, and that without any formal 
Steps or Degrees, but all in an Inſtant, is ſo 
| violent 


AN a. 


Patriots; and 'tis vain for any Perſon to hope 
to axgrandie himſelf in this Government, un- 


[x8] 


violent and ſurprizing a Tranſition from one 


Extreme to another without paſſing the Mean, 


as would have confounded the Imaginations of 
Euclid or Pyrrho, All the ſtated Maxims, in 
relation to the Nature of Mankind, which have 


been long ago ſettled and eſtabliſhed by Phi- 


loſophers and obſerving Men, are now baffled 


and exploded: And we have nothing left us 


to contemplate, but the wild Extravagancies 
of romantick Fables, or the now more credible 
Metamorphoſes of Men into Beaſts. | 


Ix Nations where there happen to be a 
Court and Country Party, there are two ſorts 
of Men very unfit to act in Affairs of State, 
either for the Prince or People; and yet the 
Perſons here meant, have, in former Times, 
been by both moſt look'd upon and truſted ; 
that is, the Court lik'd thoſe mg{t who were 
fallen under the Diſpleaſure of the People, and 
the People had the beſt Opinion of thoſe who 
had receiv'd the higheſt Affronts and Diſobli- 


gations from the Court. But with us the Caſe 


is far otherwiſe at preſent. His Majeſty never 
purſu'd any different Intereſt from that of his 
People ; therefore his Miniſters could never be 
reduc'd to the Dilemma of diſobliging their 
Country to obey their Maſter, or of incurring 
the Diſpleaſure of their Prince to a& as true 


der 


[T9] 
der ſuch a Prince, either by affecting Popula- 
rity on one Hand, or practiſing to be a. Fare 
rite on the other. | | 


Gor be praisd, we 1 a King, ſo jea- 
lous of his own Honour and his People's Hap- 
pineſs, that he will not be impos'd upon in any 
Thing that may reflect on the one or the other: 
who has with wonderful Dexterity ſhifted the 
Adminiſtration, whenever he could perceive 
the publick Intereſt ſo far abandon d, as to 
give place to the paſſionate and intereſted De- 
ſigns of a particular Faction, form'd by ſome 
haughty popular Stateſmen ; and who has given 
his Subjects good reaſon to applaud the happy 
Choice he has made of able and honeſt Men 
to ſerve him, and to believe His Majeſty to be 
a perfect good Judge of Men. And, indeed, 
if it were not for this Particular, tis to be 
fear d our Affairs would be ruin d, and the Na- 
tion undone. For, as without the conſummate 
Addreſs and Management of Perſons now at 
the Helm, it would have been impoſſible to 
prevent the Confuſion that threaten d us laſt 
Year, or to govern the Fury of diſſatisfy d, 
diſoblig d and diſſaffected Numbers that at- 
tack d the Publick on every Hand, by conſpi- 
ring to enfeeble the Government, and clog the 
Wheels of the Adminiſtration: So there is noleſs 
Occaſion at preſent for, equal Circumſpection 
and * to baffle the Oppoſition of de- 

ſigning 
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Loy 
ſigning Men, and to accompliſh the neceſlary * 
Demands of the Publick ; to allay, as much as 
poſſible, our Heats and Animoſities, and there- 
by to prepare Men to do ſomething conſider- 
able for their Country. In fine, we can never 
wiſh to ſee the Government in better Hands 
than it is at preſent, or its Affairs tranſacted 
with greater Diſpatch and Exactneſs. 


 Tcannor therefore apprehend with what 
Confidence any can call themſelves Z/hgs, 
who withdraw the Aſſiſtance they owe to the 
Government, becauſe, perhaps, they or their 
Friends are nor on good Terms with Thoſe that 
are now at the Helm. Ours is a Government 
of Laws, not of Men, and provided thoſe are 
rightly adminiſtred, what is it to the Publick 


by what Hands they are diſpens'd ? True Bri- 


tons ought not to divide under this or that Mi- 
niſtry, under this or that Faction or Party, but 


| Ju wiſe and honeſt, and unite againſt their 


common Enemies; ought to make the publick 
Intereſt, and the Support of the Government, 
as by Law eſtabliſh'd, their chief and only 


- *T1s obvious to the World, how much 


ſome People have encourag d their own old and 
avow'd Enemies, for no other End than to 
thwart and overpower their former Friends 


and Fellows in all their Meaſures ; and rather 


than 


4 
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than agree with Thoſe in any ſerviceable Point 
of what Importance ſoever, have choſe to join 
with thoſe, who, like So/omor's Harlot, are for 
tearing the Government aſunder, if they may 
not have the Poſſeſſion of it. Ought ſuch People 
therefore nevertheleſs ro be reputed the beſt 


Patriots, only for oppoſing the Court; as if. 


evety thing that comes from that Corner were 
arbitrary and deſigning > This, merhinks, is 


a very unſuirable Return for what we owe to 
a Prince, who has declin'd no Hardſhips to 


procure our Safety and Security: And it but 
ill becomes thoſe who ever profeſs'd their At - 
tachment to Him, to add to his Difficulties 
and Froubles, by their querulous Humours, 


and giving Him occaſion to think that after 


all they faſpe& the Sincerity of his Intentions. 
*Tis our Duty rather to endeavour to make 
the Crown fit eaſy, where we have deſervedly 
plac'd it: For as His Majeſty came amongſt 


us on the Foot of Deliverance, his Subjects 


may have learnt, by good Experience, to my 
on his Sincerity. 


0 r the Truth is, in our low and corrupt 
State, Patriots muſt be hir'd ro ſerve their 
Country ; they grow reſty without Penſion or 
Place: And in ſuch a Caſe, J muſt confeſs, 
Princes may have an Excuſe for over- looking 
theſe Failings ſometimes in rhe Perſons they 
1 [rhough by the way His Majeſty is 
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above ſuch little Arts, and of the Opinions, 


He can never be well ſeru'd by ſuch Mercenary Spi- 
rits.] I remember to have ſaid once to ſome 
Perſons of Diſtinction, upon occaſion of 2 
certain Bill deſign'd to be brought into Parlia- 
ment laſt Year, that we ſhould be very much 


. deceiv d in the Conſequences of the Change that 


was made in the i ſome Months before: 
And upon ſome Diſcourſe on the Neceſlity 
thereof, and the contrary, they ſeem'd to be 
of the ſame Opinion. It ſoon appear'd that 


our Conjectures were true, If you run a Man 
' down, he will ſupport himſelf at any Rate: 


Men are but Men; and fheir Maxims better 


known by their Behaviour than their Profeſſions. 
Let Princes take Care of themſelves ; let the People 


take Care of themſelves ; aud let is tale Care of our 


ſelves, is a mighty · prevailing Principle. 


T avs we might plainly foreſee the Conſe- 
quences of ſome People's Diſgrace. *Tis eaſy 
to blow the Coals of Diſcord ; tis not diffi- 
cult to enflame a Nation; and we have fre- 
quent Inſtances in Story of Men who had no- 
thing but the Appearances of Worth, with falſe 
Virtue, falſe Parts, and falſe Eloquence, who 
yet became ſo popular, that they were able 
ro diſturb their Country's Peace. *Tis chiefly 
owing to His Majeſty's ſteady Conduct, and 
the Unanimity of his Great Council, that the 
Influence of ſuch Incendiaries is not more uni- 


verſal 
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verſal and pernicious; for ſuch” Men in this 
Nation have ſeldom fail d to ſtrengthen a Fac- 
tion, by the Aceeſſion of Numbers, who were 
always ready and conſtantly attending with 
more Diligence to deſtroy our Conſtitution, 
than others were to preſerve it whom neither 
their Country's Safety, nor their on more 
dear and valu d Intereſts, nor the Perſuaſion of 
their Friends, nor Fear of Reproach, nor Love 
of Reputation, could ever prevail upon to join 
in an honeſt Point, or diſſent from a Queſtion 
that carry d in it an Embarraſsment to the 
publick Good; who always kept: together in a 
cloſe and undivided Phalanx, impenetrable, 
either by Shame or Honour, voting ahways the 
ſame Way, and ſaying always the ſame Things, 
as if they had heen no longer voluntary Agents. 
but ſo many Engines, merely turn d about by a 
mechanic Motion, like an Organ, where the 
great humming Baſes, as well as the little 
ſqueeking Trebles, are fill d but with one Blaſt 
A Wind fram ar ſame Sound: board. 
ST AAP | 
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fortunes, is what the Apoſtle truly ſtiles the 
Root of all Evil. Princes may be active, and 
Providence ready to ſecond their Endeavours, 
yet notwithſtanding their Fortune and Conduct, 
not be able to make thoſe Advances in their 
People's Happineſs, which they propoſe, ſo long 
as they are  oppreſs' d with the dead weight 
* = 
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ö of National Vices in their State; eſpecially 


| ö ſuch as have immediate inſtnence on the Pub- 
if lick. It is impoſſible. for them to ſee beyond 
1 the firſt Ranks of their People; and tis happy 
if they can there diſtinguiſh: exactly, and ſuf- 

ficiently know: their Men : And the Body Po- 

litick, as weill as Private, is capable of being 

mortally wounded in the Heel. Avarice is a 

Vice as inconſiſlent with the Health of '2 Na- 


87 . P e 


tion, her it is predominant, as with the 
Safety of a private Perſous Soul; where it has 
once got the Aſcendant. Honour, Honeſty, 
Friendſhip, Gratitud, and whatever elſe ſhoùld 
be ſacred amongſt Mankind;> mult be ſacrific d 
to this devoaring Mammon. Tis evident 
from Hiſtory, that when this Corruption has 
prevail d in any Nation, Employments and 
Places of Truſt have thereby been made mer 
cenary. And what better Advantages could 
the Enemies of ſuch a Government have wiſh'd, 
than to ſee the prblick Safety ſo expos'd? For 
there has ſeldom been any Govetriment ſo well 
eſtabliſh'd, where wicked Inſtruments have 
ficing their Country to their own private Inte- 
reſt ; who never took the trouble to conſider 
the Conſequence of things ; for, indeed, what! 
needed. they, — been furniſtrd with'conve-/ 
nient complying Conſciences, that would ſe- 
cure their own private Stake in any bange of 


| Affairs that could happen! 2 
Mosr 
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Mos v Countries have had Experience of 
the evil Conſequetces, where ſuch. Vipers have 
been nouriſh'd at the publick Charge, and re- 
ceiv'd into the Bowels of the Government, 
where they act but according to their Nature, 
if they eat through and through. So prevailing 
was this Corruption grown amongſt the Romans, 
that ſevereſt Laws were enacted againſt it; 
which yet were not ſo ſtrictly obſerv'd, but 
they gave juſt Occaſion for that Remark of 
Valerius Max. Utinam more Majorum, nibil eorum 
que Virtuti debentur, emere Pecunia liceret : But 
in theſe Anceſtors Days, to which he appeals, 
their greateſt Men had learn d the hardeſt Leſ- 
ſon of Virtue; they could afford to be puor, as ha- 
ving nothing but the honeſt Wants of Nature 
to provide for, who is reaſonable in her De- 
mands, and ſubſiſts upon 2 little Coſt. Their 
Succeſſorꝭ ſet up for Gentlemen of another 
Strain; they contracted ſo many chargeable 
Vices to maintain, and converted ſo many Ex- 
travagances into the Neceſſaries of Life, that 
the Patrimony of their Anceſtors, altho” never 
ſo much improv'd, fell too ſhort for their Oc- 
caſions. Employments of State were ſought 
for, not through Zeal to ſerve the Publick, 
but for the — of 22 ng; Riots and 


Sock. 
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Sven was the Practice among the Romans, 
from whence I ſhall not preſume to draw any 
Parallel; but rather wiſh to ſee a thorough 


Reformation, in every Parricular, that may be \ 4 


an Occaſion of Grievance; that ſo the Pru- 


dence of our Legiſlators, and the Expences of 


the Publick, may not fail of thoſe Advantages 
that are expected from them. If any Engl 
man will tell me we have no need of a Regula- 


tion in this Matter, he muſt be a great Stranger 
to his Country, to give him no worſe Charac- 


ter; certainly His Majeſty is of another 


Thought, when he complains in His Speech of 
Frauds and Abuſes being wy 2 in tbe 
2 Revenues, 10 U 


One way of putting an Endt to the . 
of Faction, is ſo to order Affairs, that the 
Offices, Employments, and Dignities of the 


the Prize of this or that Set of Mei, as they 
chance to get the upper- hand; fince the taking 
away the Matter contended for, is one Step to- 


wards quieting Contention: And tis in ſome 


Degree remov d, when they only are advanc'd 
and regarded, who ſtrive to deſerve 'well 


from the Whole, not they who think it Deſert 


ſufficient to have walk'd obſequiouſly under 
ſuch and ſuch a Banner. When will Great Bri- 


tain be able to boaſt, that Honeſty and Merit 
„ 


State, may be the Rewards of Merit, and not ⁵⁶ 


* ty] 
are - 2 ſufficient Recommendation, when none 
ſhall be prefer d to eat the Bread of the Pub- 
lick, but its true and faithful Sons, and thoſe, 
in the firſt Place, who have deſerv'd, in a more 
particular Manner, by their Zeal and honeſt 
Services? By what Practice of under-hand In- 
ſtruments, Perſons of another Stamp, or leſs 
deſerving, have been either continu d or pre- 
fer d, I will not preſume to determine; but I 
am certain it is not the Intention of His Ma- 
jeſty, to have Places in the Government fill d 
by ſuch Men, while many who are Sufferers on 
its Account, are ſilent Spectators of their own 
n 


T HE unhappy Difference bar His Ma- 
jeſty and His Royal Highneſs, is alſo none of 
the leaſt of our preſent Misfortunes. *Tis 
true, Modeſty and Reſpect ſeem to require a 
Veil to be drawn over this Affair; but as no- 
thing cauſes a more general Uneaſineſs and Diſ- 
ſatisfaction to theſe Kingdoms, it would be an 
inexcuſable Omiſſion to pals it over in Silence. 
The univerſal Grief of Friends, and malicious 
Joy of Enemies, on this Account, are Circum- 
ſtances not to be diſregarded ; ſince the latter 
take occalion from hence to hope we ſhall never 
arrive at any tolerable Degree of Union and 
Settlement, ſo long as this Rupture in the Royal 
Family continues. Tis impoſſible not to diſcern 
the evil Influence 1 it has on the n Affairs; 


and 
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Might that Intereſt, which muſt needs be dear 


_ with it. 
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and perhaps nothing could have correſponded fo fo 


exactly with the Wiſhes of deſigzing Men, who 


make uſe of this Handle to diſturb His Majeſty's 
Meaſures, and to ſhelter their Defef#imrunder , 
a Pretence of profeſſing themſelves in the Inte- 
reſts of his Son. But it is a groſs Abſurdity, 
and Impndence to boot, for fuch Perſons to ſup- ' 
poſe His R. H. thoald ever be ſo inelin d 
to favour their Deſigns, by encouraging any 


Thing that may diſtreſs the Affairs of the Go- 


vernment: And they are no leſs ridieu- 
lous and inconſiſtent in pretending any real At 
fection to him, while they oppoſe with all their 


to him, ſince his own particular Stake i is bound 


bs 


THrrE was once ſome Shadow of Hopes 
given of a Reunion, which diffus d an incon- 
ceivable Joy amongſt People of all Ranks; but 
that ſoon vaniſh'd, and left the Nation to their 
former Confuſion. And now thoſe who would 
have it ſo, call the Breach irreparable; nor 
can others, with any Aſſurance, reply upon 
them, to mortify their inſolent Boaſts. But 
thoſe Men, whoever they be, by what Titles 


ſoever diſtinguiſh'd, or under whatſoever 


Claſs or Denomination they may rank them 
ſelves, who conſpire to hinder or retard a Re- 
conciliation, ſo much deſir'd by all honeſt Men, 


are certainly neither good Chriſtians nor true 
Patriots; 


JJ. ODS, , 


VV 


[ 29 1 


Patriots ; Union in the Royal Family being the beſt 


Means to preſerve Unanimity in Parliament, and to 
deſtroy the Influence of Fattion and Party-Sprrt ' 


every where elſe. 


Ovr next Misfortune is, the inſufferable Ar- 
rogance and Licentiouſneſs of the Pretender's 
Faction; their Abuſe of the Lenity and Indul- 
gence of a free Government, under which they 
have the undeſerv'd Happineſs to lire, being 
now arrived at a higher Pitch than has hither- 
to been known. Tis notorious what Liberty 
they take to traduce the Government, and 
throw malicious Slanders and Aſperſions on 
His Majeſty, by licentious Libels, and Dif- 
courſes, falſe Suggeſtions, unhandſome and 
dangerous Sturs. They have their particular 
Agents and Incendiarics conſtantly employ d 
to open all the Avenues they can to Sedition; 
who, indeed, are very diligent to ſerve their 


_ Cauſe; making it their whole Buſineſs to ſub- 


vert the Government, by fomenting Factions, 


by being clamorous and turbulent, and free 


in cenſuring publick Adminiſtration, by putting 


the worſt Interpretation on all the Actions of 
the King, and his Miniſters, by complaining 
of the Injuries done to the Publick, and prac- 
tiſing by ſuch means to draw innocent and un- 
wary People into their Farty. And it muſt be 
acknowledged with Regret, that their Succeſs. 


E is 
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1s anſwerable in a great meaſure to their inde- 
fatigable Induſtry ; for whatever they are pleas'd 
to ſay or ſuggeſt is not only embrac'd by thoſe 
wao have their Ears open to receive, and their 


| Tongues ready and looſe to re-echo every thing 
that is ſpoken to the Diſadvantage of the Ad- 


miniſtration, but alſo by other great Numbers 


of the unthinking and eaſily deluded Populace, 
who are thus made impatient of the Eaſe and 


'T ranquility they enjoy. 


THO VON Liberty is moſt certainly one of 
the greateſt Bleſſings Men can poſſeſs, yet when 
I conſider how licentious, in many Inſtances, 
it has been amongſt us; what extravagant 
Sallies it has made beyond the Bounds of 
its own Franchiſes; and how injuriouſly 
and inſolently free it has been with Truth, 
with Juſtice and Majeſty; in this extravagant 
and deſigning Exerciſe of it, I dare not call 
it a Happineſs of the Times wherein we 
live. Indeed, if Men were influenc'd only 


by Principles of Virtue ; if they embrac'd 
Truth in the Love of it; if, free from any 


Biaſs of evil Parties, or Self-Intereſt,they aim'd at 
promoting Juſtice and the publick Good,'twere 


no Matter how great Freedom they us'd in 


their Diſcourſe and Writings. Men of ſuch ſin- 
cere and uncorrupt Affections would frequently 


be very uſeful Monitors to our Legiſlature : : And 
would 
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twould be otherwiſe of great Advantage to the 
Publick, that they thus us d a Freedom in re- 
preſenting what they thought amils. , 


Bo r when this Liberty is turn'd into Licen- 
| tian by the Partizans of a Faction, whoſe 
Harveſt is to ſpring out of the Seeds of Diſſen- 
ſion and Sedition, which they ſow amongſt us, 
tis impoſſible for Humane Wiſdom to ſay, how 
far the Underminers of our State may ſerve 
their Cauſe, or what Ruin they may bring up- 
on theſe Kingdoms, if this Evil is ſuffer'd to 
continue. There is no readier way that de- 
ſigning People can take ro ſhake the Pillars of 
Government, than to deſtroy the Reverence of 
it. And therefore, if the Laws in being are 
not ſufficient to repreſs this Abuſe, ſurely it is 
fit for the Inſpe&ion of Parliament, that ſome 
Courſe may be taken to do it effectually. In 
the mean time, notwithſtanding theſe Abuſes of 
the Advantages of living in a free Government, 
the Abetters-of Slavery and Arbitrary Sway 
have no great Reaſon to triumph in their 
Maxims. Tis true the Corruption of the beſt 
Things is the worſt. © There is nothing (ſays 
<* a great Author * ) that Men can make worſe 
ce uſe of, than of Light and Liberty, two of 
© the beſt and moſt pleaſant Things in the 
«© World. Knowledge is many times abus'd 
03 * to 


* 
” 


— 


* Archbiſhop Tillotſon, 
| \ 


ce to the worſt Purpoſe, and Liberty into Li- 
© centiouſneſs and Sedition; and yet no Man, 
c for all that, thinks Iznorance deſirable, or 
% wonld wiſh 2a perpetual Night and Darkneſs 


* to the World; and conclude, from the In- 


ce conveniencics of abus d Liberty, that the 
©. beſt State of Things would be, that the Ge- 
e nerality of Mankind ſhould be all Slaves to 


c a few, and be perpetually chaind to the 
„ Oar, or condemn'd to the Mines. 


A uon sr the many other Artifices which 
the avow'd Enemies of this Government make * 
uſe of, to give Life to a forlorn and deſperate 
Cauſe, their moſt inſolent Attempt of all is, 
their daring openly and publickly to revive 


thoſe Maxims of Government, which are re- 


pugnant to that eftabliſh'd by Law, and which 
conſequently tend to deſtroy his Majeſty's 
juſt Title. Sach a Thing as this is intole- 
rable in any Government, and was never any 
where ſuffer d to pals with Impunity; ſure I 
am, no horeſt Britain can ſmother his Reſent- 
ment of ſuch an Indignity, as throws. his Li- 
berty and Property in the Dirt, and levels him 


with Slaves and Beggars, 


Tux People of Great Britain, who are the 
freeſt Nation in the World, cannot conſider the 
Happineſs they poſſeſs, in compariſon of thoſe 


0 
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who live under abſolute Monarchies, without 
having a juſt Veneration for their noble An- 
ceſtors, who have (tho not without the Ex- 
pence of their beſt Blood) ſecur'd to them thoſe 
Liberties they now enjoy : And the preſent 
Age would ſtrangely degenerate, if they were 
not as zealous to tranſmit the ſame down to 
their Poſterity. But by new trumping up 
the Doctrines of Paſſive Obedience and Non- 
reflance, our Jacobites would fain perſuade 
the World that Kings and Subjects have ſepa- 
rate Intereſts, that Princes are S/j-holders, as 
the Czar of Myſcopy entitles himſelf ; and that 
Subjects are ſo much their Property, as that 


in no Caſe they may reſiſt them. Where ſuch 


Maxims are once ſow'd, the natural Product 
muſt needs be Tyranny: Twas thoſe Prin- 
ciples made James I. uneaſy, involv d Charles I. 


in his Misfortunes, made Charles II. an Exile, 


and brought James II. to Abdication. Twas 
thoſe Principles which receiv'd their mortal 
Wound by King Williams Sword at the happy 


Revolution ; nor will any Perſon ot Party at- 
tempt to heal it, under any other Name or Pre- 


text whatſoever, bur ſuch as at the ſame time 
will contribute their utmoſt Endeavours (whe- 
ther they think ſo or not) to heal the deadly 
Wound of the Apocalyprical Beaſt. Tyranny 
and Idolatry are the two eſfential Conſtituents 
of Antichriſt's Empire; and where-ever the for- 
mer takes place, the latter pretends a Right 
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to follow. The Experience of all Ages a- 


mounts to a Demonſtration, that abſolute 


Power, exalted Prerogative, or call it what you 
will, is productive of the greateſt and moſt 
enormous Crimes that Humane Nature is ca- 
pable of, and always concludes in the oppreſ- 
ſion of the beſt of Men. Then, if the Tree 
muſt be known by its Fruit, as our Saviour 
himſelf hath told us, we may reaſonably con- 


clude, that unaccountable Power in any Man 


on Earth was never planted by Heaven. 


Ix theſe Doctrines had any other Advocates 


or Aſſertors in this Reign, than ſuch Men on- 
ly as are notoriouſly diſaffected to his Majeſty, 
it would raiſe a juſt Jealouſy in well-meaning 


People, to ſee them ſo openly propagated, 


And there is nothing more pernicious to 


the Government itſelf, than to ſuffer Men to 


publiſh ſuch Maxims, as tend to deſtroy the 
Rights and Privileges of the People, who 
are ever quick-ſighted enough, to find out the 
weak Side of ſuch Arguments as tend to their 
Hurt. It makes them ſuſpicious that ſome 
ſudden Deſigns are carrying on againſt them, 
and prepares their Minds to receive an ill 
Impreſſion of the Government: The Laws 
ought therefore to be pointed with all their 
Rigour againſt ſuch as ſtrike at Fundamentals; 


for which none are more remarkable than ſome 
of our Weekly Libellers, whoſe Papers are cal- * 


culated 
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culated to poiſon the Spirits of the whole Na- 
tion. And our Legiſlatars are particularly 
concern'd to ſuppreſs this Inſtance of Licen- 
tiouſneſs, becauſe it undermines the Power and 
Authority of Parliaments, who repreſent the 
Nation, and are the Conſervators of our Liber- 
ties; it lays waſte all our Laws after they have 
made them ; and it not only immediately de- 
{troys our Repreſentatives, in the Quality of 
Legiſlators, but makes them Slaves too, and 
will not leave them to be ſo much as Britifh 
Freemen. 


TAE preſent Diſputes amongſt the Chrrgy 
of the Church of England, is another great 


Diſſervice to the Government; which have 


been of late carried to a greater Height, and 
produc'd more violent Heats and Fermenta- 
tions in that Body than has been known; 
nor was it ever heard, that Controverſies in 
Matters of Religion amongſt Proteſtants were 
begun and maintain d with ſuch Virulence and 


perſonal Defamation, and ſupported by the 


moſt abominable, notorious Perjuries. Their 
preſent Diſſenſions have taken their Riſe from 
the narrow Genius of Eccleſiaſtical Bigots, who, 
to advance their own Power and Greatneſs, are 
ever breaking in upon the Methods and Foun- 
dation of the Civil Government, and making 
the Diſcipline of the Church interfere with the 
Sate; from whence have riſen, and been con- 
tinu'd, 
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tinu'd, thoſe Das e which have fo long 


craz'd and ſhatter'd,' and ſometimes even diſ- 


ſolv'd the very Nature and * of our Go- 
vernment. 


Ir the Polemicks would only wrangle among 


themſelves, and within the Schools ; if theſe 
Tormentors of Truth would put it upon the 


Rack no where but in their own Cloſets, they 
might be overlook'd as not dangerous; but 
they tranſgreſs their Bounds, by getting into 
Courts, Cities, and National Aſſemblies ; till 
at laſt they kindle others with the Fire that has * 
ſeiz d them, and come to engage whole Empires 
in their Quarrel, and are therefore to be 


wWuatch'd in all their Motions. 


Tu Y who are poſſeſs d with this unruly | 


Spirit, if they happen to have a Governnient 


with 'em, are apt, at every turn, to run it up- 
on fatal Precipices; if it be againſt em, they 
traduce whatever is well done, and expoſe to 
the People all its Weakneſs or Infirmities. But 
the ſore Place in a State, upon which they 


| ſick moſt, is Faction, and there they do the 


greater Miſchief ; they irritate the bad Hu- 


mours in it, they promote its Excefles, and 


will never let it liſten to Terms of Modera- 


tion. But is it not ſtrange, that there ſhould 
be ſo ſtrong a Party among a Clergy againſt 


the Government, that not only protects them, 
— 


a4 
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but to which they owe their being an eftablihd ! 
Church ? Yet at this time tis undeniable, that 
wherever the Clergy are moſt numerous, the 
Jacobites are moſt numerous too; there are 
more Jacobites ten for one in every Cathedral 
Town, than in any other Towns, accounting 
Number for Number: And how the Univer- 
ſities are generally diſaffected to this Govern- 
ment, is notorious; they reproach and rail 
againſt the very Biſhops and Clergymen pre- 
fer'd in this Reign. In ſhort, thoſe who every 
Day piouſly attend the Service and religious 
Worſhip of the .Church, who moſt frequently 
are, Communicants in the Holy Sacrament, 
theſe they will, notwithſtanding, call Presbyte- 
rians, Hypocrites, Deiſts, Socinians, &c, and 
eſteem none ſound Members of their Body: 
| but thoſe who come up to all their higheſt 
Points of Dominion, Tyranny, and Uncha- 
ritableneſs to all thoſe who are not of their 
Faction; I will not call it their Church, be- 
cauſe I think it a Diſhonour to the beſt re- 
| form'd Church in the World, to be ſery'd by 
ſuch Men, as, under the Title of Proteſtant 
Prieſts, are labouring with all their Power the | 
Return of Tyranny and Popery. | 


EY 
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| I uus r declare myſelf of the Church of 
| England; no Man has a greater Veneration 
. than myſelf for its Articles and Homilies, or for 
F | many 
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many of the Clergymen, who, I am ſure, can- 
not think themſelves concern'd in any thing 
here. Indeed I always thought the Church to 
comprehend more than the whole Body of the 
Churchmen: nor, whatever the learned Biſhop 
Sanderſon holds, can I believe that the Biſhops, 
Presbyters, and others, choſen by the Clergy, 
are ſo much as the Church-Repreſentative, with 
Power to make Eccleſiaſtical Laws: I am ſure 
I never gave my Conſent to it, nor do I know 
that God or my Fore-fathers gave them that 
Authority ; much leſs do I believe with the 
late Dr. Sherlock, that every Biſhop has Right 
to make Laws, Canons and Conſtitutions in 
his own Dioceſe ; for I muſt confeſs, whatever 
Pretence Biſhops may have to be Succeſſors to 
the Apoſtles, I ſhould think that the Lay- 
Brethren ſbould, at leaſt, be as much intereſ- 
ted in Councils now, as they were when the 
Apoſtles preſided, 


OR of the principal Quarrels of our 
Steeple and Pinnacle Men to the preſent Go- 
vernment, is, a ſeeming Inclination to favour 
the Diſſenters, by repealing the Teſt and Penal 
Laws in force againſt them: And, indeed, 
why may not theſe, at one and the ſame time, 
have their Liberty of Conſcience, and yet en- 
Joy all the Privileges and Advantages of other 


Engliſomen * Some of our own Clergy them- 
ſelves, 
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ſelves, have unanſwerably made it appear, 
that all humane Interpoſitions, in Matters of 
Religion, either by Force, or even negative Diſ- 
couragements, are contrary to the Laws of 
Chriſt, which were never intended to interfere 
with the Conſtitutions of rhis World, nor to 
diveſt any Man of his natural or civil Rights: 
Indeed, the unexpected Diſappointment of 
Proteſtant Diſſenters, is a very great Misfor- 
tune to the Publick. Is it not probable that 
they may think they are divided from ns, and 
that it will be neceſlary for them to have a ſe- 
parate Intereſt from that of the Publick? 
May they not believe it imports them to ſeek 
for the Aid of Friends, which of courſe muſt 
lead 'em to make Application to, and ſtrike up 
a League with ſuch Perſons as are diſcontented, 
tho formerly no Well-wiſhers to their Intereſt 
of which there are many, whereof ſome are 
angry, becauſe their true Merits are not recom- 

pens'd, as well as there are others, who from 
cither a reſtleſs Temper, or from Pride, Ambi- 
tion, cr the Diſappointment of immoderate 
Hopes, become diſaffected to the State. And 
may not all this afford plenty of bad Matter 
for Men to work upon? May it not give 
F action freſh Vigour and long Life ? And may 
it not raiſe new Ferments in the Blood; and | 
bring ſeveral acute Humours to float in the 
Body Politick, which now ſeem to lie quiet? 


1 1 
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,Tn1s Diſappointment of ſo conſiderable a 
Body of Men, who were ever in the true In- 
tereſt of their Country, is one of the unhappy 
Effects of L big-Apoſtac), many who were their 
ſtouteſt Advocates in the late Reign, now as 
warmly oppoſing them; inſomuch that their ad- 


bering Friends are even afraid to move one ſtep 


in their behalf. When I reflect on this ſudden 
Alteration in the Affections of ſome People to 
the Diſſenters, whom, as Friends to this Go- 
vernment, they endeavour to ſeparate from its 
Support; I am apt to think they could not 
ſhew fuch another Inſtance of manifeſt Defec- 


tion, ſince the Aſſiſtance of ſuch Friends is as 
much wanted by the Government, as its Fa- 


vour and Protection is merited by them, and 


ſince their modern Enemies can ſhew no colour- 
able Pretext for deſerting their Intereſt. But 


I need not inſiſt on this Point, the Diſſenters 


themſelves have appeal'd to the Publick, and 
ſufficiently expos'd the Treachery of Some, 
and the Lukewarmneſs of Others. 


"0 


Wr may reaſonably think the Wiſdom' of 
the Nation has a better Opinion of the Diſ- 
ſenters and their Merits, than their Enemies 
would perſuade us. That they have Proteſtant 


Principles and Ergl;h Hearts; that they ate 


Lovers of His Majeſty, peaceable in their 
Sphere, and neither ambitious nor deſigning, 


their paſt and preſent Conduct do both plainly 
diſcover. 


— th A 
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diſcover. May it not therefore be expected 
that this Parliament will relieve them of their 
Hardſhips, and knock off their Fetters; if · not 
out of a Regard to their Advantage, yet, at 
leaſt, in reſpect to the Intereſt of the Govern- 
ment ? If thoſe that ought to aſſiſt their Coun- 
try will not, why ſhould we reje& their prof- 
fer d Service that will? For in proportion, as 
our Power is decreas'd, our Enemies reap 
Supplies to theirs; and what Conſequencies 
in time, this may very probably produce, it is 
not difficult to conjecture. | 


T 1s brings me to another Conſideration, 

of the great Hopes and Encouragement which 
Malecontents draw from our Divifions- The 
Tories, who confidently brag of their numerous 
Party in the Nation, and of their great Coun- 
tenance from Courts of a contrary Intereſt, 
do now ſet an extraqrdinary Value on their 
Power, and even pretend a Neceſſity for the 
Adminiſtration's courting their Favour, and 
giving them a Share in it. But we may well 
imagine the Diſeaſe to be deſperate, when Re- 
courſe is had to ſuch ſort of Remedies, till once 
they ſkew a fit Diſpoſition for ſuch a Truſt- 
It-is no doubt contrary to His Majeſty's Incli- 
nations, to confine himſclt to any one Party of 
his Subjects; he has no Quarrel to revenge up- 
on his People; and has manifeſted a Diſpoſi- 
tion to unite all Sides and Intereſts: But thoſe 
canting 
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1 
canting Nick names of Tory and Mhig muſ; 
firſt be utterly aboliſhed, before ever any 
thing of this kind can be expected; and all o- 
ther Diſtinctions ſhould be reduced to this one, 
(which His Majeſty hop'd e er now to accom- 
pliſh,) viz. * Such as are xealous Aſſertors of the 
Liberties of their Country, the prejent Eſtabliſhment, 
and the Proteſtant Religion, and ſuch as are endea- 
vouring to ſulject the Nation jo the Revenge and 
Tyranny of a Popiſh Pretender. This being the 
Diſcrimination of Parties, an honeſt Man 
may as —— and readily acknowledge 
himſelf of a Party, as St. Paul own'd himſelf 
an Heretick after the way, which his Enemies 
call'd Hereſy. If cunning Men of the oppoſite 
Faction be able to carry their Management 
much farther : If by a crafty uſe of the 
Names, Church, Whig and Tory, they. can im- 
pole on weak Men, and keep them from being 
of this Party, that is, of the number of thoſe 
who are for the Intereſt of Great-Britain, and 
the Proteſtant Religion, and Haters of Popery 
and Arbitrary Power, we may thus be inſen- 
fibly drawn into the Snares laid for us, and 
bring upon ourſelves all the Calamities we are 


afraid of. 


Sou People are of Opinion, that a Place | 
would buy any Party out of their Principles, 
and 


* 
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See the King's Speech to the Parliament in Jan. 1715-16: 
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and that all who are brought into the Govern- 
ment would be oblig'd by that means to be for 
the Government; that the greateſt Provoc ation 
to the Tories is their being excluded from a 
Share in the Miniſtry ; and that therefore 
their Reconciliation ſhould be purchas'd by 
taking them in. They think others ought 
to be contented to ſhare the Favours of 
the Government, without ingroſling them: 
And that when 2 Nation is unhappily di- 
vided into Parties, whoſe Numbers are pretty 
equal, and their Intereſts diametrically oppo- 
| ſite, it is then the greateſt Kindneſs to each, 
as well as the Concern of the Whole, that nei- 
ther ſide ſhould be put into the Power of the 
other, but that Matters ſhould be manag'd by 
ballanc'd Councils, as Foreigners are try'd per 
Med ietatem Linguæ. | 


IN DEE D, it muſt be confeſs'd, that a great 
and wiſe Prince (if the Circumſtance'of Things 
will poſibly admit of a perfect Neutrality in 
Him) is to incline nor to one nor to the 

other ſids: And even when Neceſſity compels 
the Sovereign to declare himſelf, which becomes 
unavoidable where Factions have been of long 
Continuance, and are grown ſo powerful as to 
ſhake the Throne by their mutual Fury: In 
ſuch a Juncture, a Prince leaning that way 
where he thinks his own Dignity ſafeſt, and 
| the 
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the publick Welfare moſt conſulted, is to * it 
with that Moderation, Mercy and Compaſſion, 


that there may be Room leſt for Repentance; 


that the Arms of the Commonwealth may re- 


main {till open for thoſe who deſire to return 
with righter Inclinations to her Service. 


AN p I muſt needs think it- no undue Cen- 
ſure to ſay, that no Man who underſtands the 
Conſtitution of this Monarchy can be againſt 
the preſent Government out of Principle. For 
whoever queſtions the Right of it, either has 
not us'd due Means of informing himſelf how 
fully the Settlement was warranted by the 
Conſtitution, or has that Want of Judgment 
which makes him dependent upon the Judg- 
ment of others ; and the Practice of them who 
2 Rules to the unthinking Vulgar, has 

been ſo inconſiſtent with itſelf, as well as with 
their profeſs d Principles, that they muſt be 
aſham d of pretending to any thing hut Ob- 


5 ſtinacy. But yet nevertheleſs, ſince that which 


brings ſuch Men into the Service of the Go- 


vernment, is their own Intereſt, and not that of 


the Government; it will be reaſonable to ex- 
pect, that the whole Deſign of ſuch Men will 
be rather how to ſerve themſelves of the Go- 
vernment, than how to ſerve it. 


Neves 
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NEeveRTHELESS, I am not for refuſing. 
any Tory that gives Proof -of his fincere Repentance, 
and of a Love to his Country, but, with all my 
Heart, would give my Share of the fazted Calf, 
to make the returning Prodigal welcome. A true. 
Patriot can be of no Faction, nor conſequently 
for excluding any from ſharing the Bleſſings of 
that Liberty they are willing to ſupport. If 
the Romans admitted their vanquiſh'd Enemies to 
an equal Participation of their Laws and Pri- 
leges, how much more readily ſhould we em- 
brace our own Coumrymen with both Arms ? 
Yet I cannot but think it reaſonable, that they 
ſhould ſubmiſſively ſeck the Government, and 
not the Government ſubmiſſively ſeek them; 
that they- ſhould give Security of another 
Courſe of Life for the future, and not juſtify 
their Faults and perſevere i in them. The Go” 
vernment is under no Obligation to indulge 
Men continuing in Oppoſition to it; nor 
ſhould thoſe who are reſoly d upon adhering 
to a Popiſh Pretender, think to abuſe a Prince 
of His Majeſty's Penetration. "A 


So far at preſent, we have allen a View. 
of our Sitnation at Home ; what farther re- 
mains to be conſider d on this Head, will come 
in more properly in another Place. ; 


Now to the great Point, and our moſt i 
preſling Danger, viz. Our Difference with Spain. 
G "= his 
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T his is a Subject of ſuch Importance and uni- 
verſal Concern, that it deſervedly exercifes the 


Tongues and Thoughts of all Men of Senſe. 


Our proper Buſineſs is to conſider what we 
have to do in this great Conjuncture, how pre- 
par d to ſecure ourſelves, defend our Trade, and 
aff 75 our Allies. ” 


Conran: Y, tis high Time to think of making 
the Miniſters of Fain better Chriſtians, when : 


„ - 


of the common Enemy. of Chriſtendom. Ab- 
ſolute Power at Home, and univerſal Empire 
Abroad, is their Aim as welt as the Turks, and 
ſeeing that by their Actions all the Duties of 


Chriſtianity are laid in the Dirt, it were hard 
to determine, under which of the Two Chrif- 


tendom ou obtain faireſt Quarter after an 
abſolute Conqueſt: For tho” Spain be the Owner 


of the letter Faith, yet the Other keep Faith letter ; 


becauſe all Travellers tells us, the Turk counts 
it Religion to a. Word and Promiſe. 


Ir was never a. Queſtion amongſt 22 
Men, whether his Catholick Majeſty has riot 


broke through ſolemn Treaties in the Execu- 


tion. of his deſtru&ive Deſigns againſt the ſhort 
Tranquility of Europe, after a bloody War that 
laſted ten Years, and laid waſte. whole Coun- 

tries for his ſake. And.I hope the Opinion of 


the Wiſdom of the Nation in this Matter will 
now. 
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now open the Eyes of ſome People here, that 


pretended not to ſee. 


Tas Trade of Gren Britain has already 
felt the ill Efe&s of his Hoſtilities, is now 


in a manner at a ſtand, and muſt of Courſe be 


ruin'd in the ſeveral Branches of it, if we do 
not ſpeedily take the ſame Methods to main- 
rain it. 1. That with Spain itſelf, both as to 
Import and Export : This is known to be one 
of the moſt conſiderable Branches of our Trade, 
arid therefore deſerves our immediate Care. 
2. That to the Mediterranean and Levant in ge- 
neral : This is effected by denying us the Road 
and Harbour of Cadiz ;. and poſting a Squa- 
dron of Men of War there to keep us out. 
3. That to the Huth Seas, in Virtue of the 
Memo Contract, which of late Years has ſuf- 
fer d ſo many Violations, and is now entirely 


deſtroy d. And laſtly, (to name no more at 
preſent) our Trade to the American Plantations : 


The Conſequenee of that Commerce, and the 
vaſt Advantage that accrues thence to the Bri- 
7% Nation, is ſo well known, that the ſole 
mention of its being in Danger ought to awaken 
our moit ſerious Thoughts, and put us upon 


the moſt vigorous Efforts to prevent it. Let 
me add to all this, that ſeveral of our Me 


chants are already ruin'd, who had great Es- 
fects in ain, and this is a common Loſs to 


the Nation. | 
G * Ta HIS 
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THis is a great Part of our .immediate 
Danger: But the Matter does not ſtop here; 
and We may aſſure ourſelves; that the Sa- 
niards have other fatal Deſigns in View againſt 
Great Britain. That King Philip will attempt 
to impoſe the Pretender upon us will be eaſily 
agreed to, if we conſider, that nothing can be 
ſo agreeable to his Intereſt, his Reſentment, 
and his blind Zeal for Popery. It were not 
unſeaſonable to call to Mind King Philip's Re- 
turn to the Pretender's Compliment, when he 
congratulated his Acceſſion to the Crown of 


Spain, viz. That he hop d e er long to have an Op- 


 portunity to congratulate him upon the like Occafion ; 

and told him, That in that Caſe he might depend 
upon his Friendſhip and Aſſiſtance. Though this 
Anſwer was put into the Mouth of the Young- 
ſer, it was juſtly look d upon by ſome then to 
be a Prognoſtick of ſomething to come. We 
have heard what are the Sentiments of our 
Jacobites beyond Seas on the preſent Occa- 
ſion: And no Man can be, ſo much a Stran- 
ger to the Converſation of that Party in Great 
Britain, as not to know that how Creſt-fallen 
ever they appear d before, this gives their 
Looks a new Air, and fills them with freſh 
Hopes, which ſwell them ſo big that they . 
cannot contain themſelves. They expreſs their 
Confidence with ſo much Ynprudence (to give it 
no worſe Name ) on all —_— that no 
| other 
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other Government but this would ſuffer them 
to paſs unpuniſh'd. | 


Taz Caſe being thus, it muſt certainly be 
the Intereſt of Great Britain to put itſelf in a 
Condition to give Laws, rather than take them. 
His Majeſty's Wiſdom has been conſpicuous- 
in having join'd in Alliance with ſome of the 
chief Powers of Europe, rather than leave eve- 
ry one to ſave their own Stake; which is one 
way to loſe all. We ſeem to be ſo much the 
more oblig'd to ſuch an Alliance and Meaſures, 
that we ſhould for ever loſe the Honour of be- 


ing Arbitrators in the Affairs of Europe, or 


Guarantees of Leagues, if we ſuffer d a mani- 
feſt Breach of Treaties, in which we are con, 
cern d, to paſs unregarded. We are oblig d 
to uſe our utmoſt Endeavours to have Juſtice 
done to our Honour in this Matter, (which 
the Treachery of the Miniſtry in the late 
Reign made to be too juſtly ſuſpected) or we 
muſt give it up as eternally loſt, and become 
the Reproach and Scorn of the Univerſe. This 
I thought a neceſſary Refle&ion in order to ſtop 
the Clamours of a Party, who have been too 
free with His Majeſty's Conduct in this Affair; 
with which however He has the Pleaſure to 
find his Parliament entirely ſatisfy d; who 
have alſo promis d to enable His Majeſty to 
reſent the Treatment offer d to Him and His 
| Subjects, as e us. And the World muſt 
juſtify 
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jaſtify His Majeſty, if after all the repeated Of- 
fers of Friendſhip, and other Means us d in vain, 
He ſhall find himſelf, in Prudence, concern'd to 
take a Courle by War, in concert with His Al- 
lies, in order to oblige his Catholick Majeſty 
to do Rezſon to Us and Them. The FHaniards 
have taken for their Motto, Jus eft in Armit, 
No Law but the Law of Arms : Therefore by 
Arms alone the Quarrel is to be decided. 


T x firſt thing then we are to conſider is, 
how a War muſt be manag d, ſo as to be car- 
ry d on with a Probability of a ſpeedy Succeſs- 
In order to this, *twould ſeem neceſlary in the 
firſt Place, that the Commands of our Fleets 
and Armies ſhould be put into the Hands of 
ſach Men as are known to be entirely in the 
Intereſt of the Government; not meerly be- 

cauſe of the proſitable Poſts that they enjoy 
under it, but becauſe of the Principles upon 
which tis founded. 2. That they be ſuch as 
have an Intereſt in the Nation, and in the Af- 
fections of the People: This will in a great 
meaſure ſecure them from thoſe Suſpicions, that 
Men of low or deſperate Fortunes will always 
be liable to. 3. That the Soldiers and Sea- 
"i men be duly paid, and kindly treated. This 
| will make their Families and Relations eaſy at 


1 Home, and encourage them to venture their 
| Lives with Chearfulneſs Abroad. The People 


# will bear their Taxes 2 Grumbling, 
1 | when 


ne 


DE? 


ber they find the Money levied ter their De- 


fence, faithfully apply'd to that and no other 
End: It will prevent the Clamours that have 
been uſually rais'd and publiſh'd againſt moſt 
of our publick Officers, and take away that 
Handle, which ill Men have - ſometimes im- 
prov d to a very dangerous Height againſt the 
Admin iſtration. 4. That all thoſe who are 


entruſted as Lords of the Admiralty, Com- 


miſſioners of the Navy, Commiſſioners for 


the Sick and Wounded, Commiffioners of 


the Victualing- Office, Prize-Office, &c. be 
Perſons of known and fufficient Abilities 
for the Diſcharge of their reſpective Truſts: 
that they be Men of undoubted Loyalty to 
the Government, and firm to the Intereſt 
of their Country ; fuch as have been more re- 


markable for their Sufferings, or Oppoſition 


to the ill Adminiſtration of the late Reign, 
than for their fawning ypon the Government in 
this. That ſuch as are advanc'd to theſe im- 


portant Poſts take care to employ none in the 


ſubordinate Charges under them, but Men of 
Integrity, that will not oppreſs or defraud 
thoſe that have occaſion, to apply to them; 

and that the chief Commiſſioners make due 
Enquiry: from' time to time into the Admini- 


ſtration of their infexiour Officers; that they 
may neither defraud the Publick themſelves, 


or conntenance it in others, as has been too 
_ frequently: and too juſtly complain'd.of hither- 
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to. In order to this, it will be highly ne- 
ceſſary, that the chief Commiſſioners of theſe 
reſpective Offices be ready to encourage and 


protect all ſuch as ſhall diſcover any Fraud and 


Oppreſſion that properly belongs to their Cog- 
nizance : And, that as they are not to ſuffer 
their ſubordinate Officers to be vex'd by fri- 
volous or unjuſt Accuſations on the one Hand, 
they ſhould take care that Proſecutors and 
Witneſſes be not bafM'd, oppreſs'd and diſcou- 
rag d on the other. Proceedings of this Nature 
have been complain'd of in the Caſe of ſeveral 
People, that were formerly ruin d for diſcovering 
Embezlements in His Majeſty's Naval Stores, 
Cc. And if the like Practices be ſtill continued, 
it muſt of Neceſſity be ruinous to the Nation. 
Twas one of the greateſt Temporal Bleſſings 
that ever God Almighty promis'd to his Peo- 
ple, To make their Officers Peace, and their Exadctors 
| Righteouſneſs. And when he leaves a Nation ſo 
farto themſelves, as to ſuffer the contrary Prac- 
tice, tis an infallible Sign of approaching 


Deſtruction. 


So much for the W and Treat- 
ment of the Men that muſt be employ d in 
and about the Management of a War; of 
which, after all that can be ſaid, they are the 


chief and principal Sinew. 


THz next thing to be conſider d, is the 


Management of the publick ny which is 
the 
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the other great Sitiew of War: In a mixt Go- 
verhment like ours, where the People have the 


ſole Power of the Purſe, *twould ſeem to 


thwart the very nature of our Conſtitution, to 
exclude them from a Share in the Management 
of it ; and therefore his Majeſty hath always 
readily agreed to their appointing Commiſ- 
ſioners to inſpe& the publick Accounts. 


Twoul p be meritorious for Men of Honour 
and Eſtate to ſerve the Nation in publick Em- 
ployments, on preſſing Occaſions, either for 


no Salary at all, or, at leaſt, for no more than 

would juſt bear their Expences. The Frugali- 
ty of our Neighbours the Dutch, in their Al- 

lowances for publick Service, is one of their 


beſt Preſervatives againſt Corruption and Bri- 
bery. Their Salaries are not enough for Men 
of covetous Tempers to court their State Em- 
ployments, by which means they are generally 


confer'd upon Men of Virtue, Merit, and 
Subſtance, who ſerve their Country for Ho- 


nour, and are not eaſily bought off from its In- 
rereſts. It was a juſt Qbſervation of a Spaniſh 


Miniſter, at their firſt Revolt, that they would 
ruin his Maſter by their Frugality ; and ſince 


the Event bath verify'd the Prophecy, their 


Example, in this Matter, 1s well worth our - 
Imitation. There can be no better way for us 


to vindicate ourſelves from that Reproach, 
which ſome foreign Authors take the —"_ 
H 
15 b 


| „ —- 

to charge us with. What Enghſbman can 
(without having all the Blood in his Veins 
ready to boil over) read what John de Wit lays 
of Engliſh Courtiers, in his Book of the Funda- 
mental Maxims and Politicks of Holland, viz. 
That they are the moſt Iaviſh and thirviſb of any 
Courtiers in the World, And ſpeaking of King 


* Charles II, he ſays, That he conſumd all the 


Strength of the Iſland upon his Luxury and Favou- 
rites. What he means by our Courtiers being 
Thieviſh, is, T hat during a War by Sea or Land, 
they do fo miſapply and waſte the publick Money, that 
it always falls ſhort, As there's no Engliſhman 
that can read this unworthy Reflection, with- 
out being ſenſibly touch'd, tis certainly the 
Duty of our Engliſb Courtiers to behave them- 
ſelves ſo as to falſify it. | 


Ir is likewiſe highly neceſſary, for bringing 
a War to a good arid ſpeedy Iflue, that our 


Councils and Adminiſtration be ſteady, that 


the Intereſts of all Parties ſhould truckle to 
that of the Nation. For tis in vain to think 
of ſecuring our Religion, Civil Liberties, 
Trade, Foreign Plantations, and our Domi- 
nipn of the Seas, by the Terror of our Arms, 


.. unleſs fome Remedies can be thought on, that 


may cure our inteſtine Miſchiefs. Alliances 
may be made, with all the Foreſight, Prudence, 
aud CircumſpeRion'imaginable ; Leagues may 
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be form'd, ſuch as may tend to reſent the In- 
juries done to ourſelyes, aſſiſt His Imperial 
Majeſty, and preſerve the Ballance of Europe ; 
Fleets may be fitted out, and even Armies 
may be rais d; bit all our Deſigns and Coun- 
cils mult be at laſt defeated, we ſhall conſume 
ourſelves to little or no purpoſe, and: we ſhall 
never truly exert our Strength, nor with full 
effect, unleſs all good Patriots interpoſe with 
their utmoſt Endeavours, to put an End to the 
Diviſions among us. As tis much a nobler 
Game to be Umpire Abroad, in a Caſe which 
is like to engage the Arms of all Chriſtendom, 
than to determine- at Home in the low 
Struggles between contending Parties: It 
might be expected, that Regard to the Fame 
and Glory of His Majeſty, who ſo well merits 
the Love of all his Subjects, ſhould induce*the 
difterent Sides to unite, that His Majeſty may 
be the ſtronger by this Concord ; and bring all 
the beſt Patriots and wiſe Men to look for- 
wards, forget the paſt, and to approve of 
ane leading to Moderation. 


| T Hz next .thing ann in this buſy Con- 
juncture, and without which, all other Me- 
thods would be uſeleſs and ineffectual, is the 
Unanimity, Vigour and Diſpatch of our -Repreſenr 
tatives in Parliament. They have already given 
Rn Indications hereof, and Fruſtrated the 


H 2 vain 


ſmall and broken Number, without any Head, 
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vain Erpel lation: of the Spaniard ; whoſe unge- 
nerous Conduct, in libelling and traducing the 
Miniſtry of Great Britain to the whole World, 
was chicfly intended to raiſe a Jealouſy of the 
Proceedings of our Court, in the Minds of 
honeſt and well-meaning Men, and to beget in 
the People a Diffidence of His Majeſty, whoſe 
great Wiſdom makes him as uncapable of miſ- 
taking his own and their Intereſt, as his high . 
Spirit makes it impoſſible that he ſhould ever 
give into any Meaſures that might leflen that 
glorious Character he is ſo juſtly in the Poſſcf- 
. 


Tu E Fortune of Great: Britain is now 
brought to the niceſt Point, and there are cri- 
tical Scaſons, which, if neglected, will never 
again be offer d. I remains with this Parliament 
to give the laſt Finiſhing to the great Work which His 
Majeſty has begun. And it is not to be imagin d 


whar Security, what Happineſs, and what im- 


mortal Reputation will be the never ceaſing 
Concomitants of ſuch - a Settlement. If the 


very Rump of a Parliament, even in the midſt 


of Domeſtick Diſcontents, and beſet on all 
Sides with foreign Aſſaults and Invaſions, was 


able to maintain the Publick Welfare from the 


Danger of inward Convulſions at Home, and 
violent Concuſſions from Abroad; if that 


. and 
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and under ſo many Diſadvantages, could, by 
means of their Unanimiy and Reſolution, ſecure 


their Country's Peace, and ſo widely extend 
the Repute and Honour of the Engliſh Name 5 
What Country or what Region can ever give 


Limits to the unbounded Reputation of a full 


and legal Parliament ſo nobly qualify'd? What 
Nation can there be ſo powerful as to reſiſt our 
Forces, or ſo politick as to infatuate our Coun- 
cils? T here is nothing within the compaſs of 
humane Wiſhes that we may not aſſure our- 
ſelyes from the Wiſdom and Virtue of ſuch an 
Aſſembly, headed and encourag'd by the moſt 
| auſpicious Prince that ever yet ſwayd the 
. Scepter of theſe Kingdoms : A Prince, who 


only waits the Opportunity of our own Wit ' 


lingneſs to be happy, and is fir d with a long- 
ing Eagerneſs to ſee the Nation deſerve the glo- 
rious Effects of his inimitable Cn and i in- 
exhauſted Beneficence, 


Nox will the NE? Eſc this, at pre- 
ſent, be confin'd within the den w Limits of 
'this ſingle Iſland ; its Influences muſt ſpread 
univerſally over, Chriſtendom. They will re- 
vive the Courage of the Auſtrian Party in taly, 
and make their Endeayours to prevent the 
Spaniſh Yoke ſucceſsful. This will ſoon ex- 
ringuiſh, or make of little Uſe to the Spaniards, 
all the ao in the Empire, *Twill en- 

: tirely 
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tirely diſcourage Philip's Faction in France ; and 
laſtly, the ſame will have a quick and imme- 
29 A Effect upon the Councils and Proceedings 
of the Dutch ; - when they find Great Britain 
in good earneſt, will be * oblig d to 
come into the Alliance. 


Wrar we are next to conſider, is the Way 
of managing the War. It falls naturally to 
our Share to act our Part by Sea, for which 
Reaſon we find His Majeſty reſolves to rely + 
entirely on His Naval Strength, having very 
lately made a confiderable Reduction of the 
Land Forces. As this will be leaſt chargeable 

to the Nation, ſo by this means, we are like 

to do the · Enemy moſt Damage, both in Europe 
and America, and to receive moſt Advantage to 
ourſelves. | . 


To begin with Europe: Firſt; We may at- 
tack the Coaſts of Spain from the Channel, 
and quick] y force the Spaniards to abandon their 
Maritime Towns and Provinces, to be plunder'd 
by us at Diſcretion, eſpecially, conſidering that 
., our Allies will give their Forces conſiderable 
Diverſion elſewhere. Secondly, Our Fleet may 
attack them in the Meditorrauean, and ride Ad- 
miral in thoſe Seas, by which we ſecure our- 
ſelves of Proviſions in that Country, cut off 
the Turkey and Barbary Trade, protect our own 

Com- 


91 
Commerce to thoſe Countries; and, in a little 
time, bring the Spaniards to ſubmit to ſuch 
Conditions, as We and our Allies ſhall N 
to them. 


IN the next Place, our ak . in 
the Mei- Indies, affopds us a Proſſ pect of moſt 
Advantage to ourſelves; and alſo gives. us an 
Opportunity of annoying the Enemy in the 
moſt ſenſible Part. By preventing his having 
the Meſt- Inda Bullion and Mines, we cut off 
the Sinews of his War, and ſhall quickly 


oblige him to drop his Sword. That we may 


eaſily do this, can ſcarcely be deny d; we have 
ſtrong Colonies in the Neſt-Indies already, and 
with what we ſend in our Ships from Great Bri- 
zain, may ſoon have Men enough for our Nor- 


thern and Southern Plantations, to make our- 
ſelves Maſters of ſuch Poſts in the Spaniſh Meſt- 


Indies, as will ſecure us in the Command of 


that Country. By this means we ſhall be 
freed from our Dependance upon the Spaniards, 
as to our Trade for Slaves and Bullion; and, 
by Conſequence, enabled to carry on our Eaſi- 
India Trade, without exporting our own Coin. 
Whoever knows the Weakneſs of the Spanzards 
in thoſe Parts, and remembers that Pointi, with 
a Handful of Men, took . Carthagena, a well 
fortify'd Town, and which had five times the 

Number of Men to defend it, that he had on 
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Board his Ships, cannot deny but there is 2 
pleaſant Harveſt for whoever can ſend a good 
Fleet to gather it. If we take care to have a 

Force in thoſe Seas, ſuperior to the $aniards, 
our Plantations are ſo conveniently ſituated, 
that not a Galeon, coming or going, can 
eſcape us; and how much ſuch an interruption 


of all Commerce thither would diſtreſs Spain, 


is ap Parent. 


FarrHeR, we may be able to force all the 
Spaniſh Continent and Iſlands to conſent to a 
Neutrality, and to allow us a free Trade with 
them during the War, whereby we ſhall pro- 
bably be greater Gainers, than by the Plunder 
of their Country, if we make War upon it: 
It would certainly prove more beneficial to the 
trading Intereſt and Manufactures of Great 
Britain; * ſince we ſhall by this means have 
a prodigious Vent for all the Manufactures of 
our own Growth, as well as for our Eaſt-India 
Commodities and Linnen, &c. We may thus 


alſo, during the War, give a beginning to ſuch 


a Commerce directly from our Plantations to 
the S$anih Continent, as may be continu'd 
after a Peace, to the unſpeakable Benefit of 
Great B ritain. 


TuIs Notion of a Neutrality may diſ- 
Ro the nen, and, r our Sea- 
Com- 
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Commanders, who would find their Account 
better by plundering of that rich Country. 
And it may, perhaps, be,thought ridiqulous, 
ro ſuppole that the Government of thoſe Pro- 
vinces, who will have ſtrict Orders to do all 
they can to extirpate us, can ever be brought 
to conſent to it. But to that I anſwer, that if 


we have a Power ſufficient to burn and de- 


ſtroy their Country, tis much more probable 
that the preſent Terror of our Arms will pre- 
voail with that wealthy, but defenceleſs People, 
than the Orders they ſhall receive from the 
Government of Sain; and that they will 
much more willingly part with their Gold and 
Silver, in return for our Commodities, than 


expoſe themſelyes to be plunder'd of their 


Riches, and cheir Maritime Provinces, to utter 
Deſtruction. 


Ir can't be doubted, but all this may be 
effected, ſince the Spaniards are by no means 
aà Match for us at Sea. Or even in caſe their 
Naval Force ſhould be hereafter increas d, by 
vew Alliances with ſome other Maritime 
Powers, there is all the Reaſon in the World 
to think that ours will be increas'd in a much 
greater Proportion, by the Acceſſion of the 

States of Holland to the Quadruple Alliance ; 
who, as they can ſtand no longer Neuters, in 


ſuch 2 Cafe, will find it their indiſpenſable In- 
h 1 tereſt 
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tereſt to join with Great Britain. The miſchie- 
vous Conſequences of our Differences with 


that State were formerly repreſented by two 
_ Pitchers ſwimming together, with this Motto, 


Si colidimur, frangimur ; F we be daſb d together, 
we are broke. And tis as much their Intereſt 
now, as ever, to keep a good Underſtanding, 
and to avoid all Diviſions with us. 


To conclude this Point with an Obſerva- 
tion or two. I remember to have heard, that 
General Blake, in the Time of the Uſurper, 
being ſent to Sea with a limited Commiſſion, 
he either could or would do nothing againſt 
the Enemy; but afterwards, when he had a 
diſcretionary Commiſſion, he acted Wonders. 
Anſwerable to this, I find it to be one of John 
de Miss and Van Aitzma's Obſervations ; That 
during the War betwixt the Dutch and Spaniards, 
the Men of War that acted by the Stadtholders 
Commiſſion, did neither annoy the Enemy, nor 
protect their own Trade to any Purpoſe ; but 


the Ships fitted out by the Merchants of Am- 


ſterdam, and other private Hands, did both 
of them effectually, becauſe they were under 
no ſuch Limitations as thoſe belonging to the 
States. It may therefore deſerve our Con- 
ſideration, whether it were not fit to give our 
Admirals a more ample and unlimited Power, 


And likewiſe tocncourage our Merchants, and 
athers, 
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others, to fit out Men of War, as the Durch 
Merchants did, to prote& their Trade, and to 


act againſt the Enemy as Occaſion offers. 


I am aware that the main Obje&tion againſt 
all that is here touched on remains yet to be. 
ſpoken to, which is, in ſhort, a Want of Mo- 


ney, and that nothing can act beyond its 


Power: I allow the Maxim is true, but 1 
hope the Application is wrong in the preſent 
Caſe. To be engagd in a War, and not to 
feel it, is a vain Imagination; but if the War 
we enter into be unavoidable, and Money 
is the Sinews of it, there is no doubt but 
it muſt be had, if it can be found. By our 
way of living, and by the Courſe of our Trade, 
one would not think that we are ſo far exhauſt- | 


ed, as ſome People ſeem to complain; we have 


yet wherewithal for Superfluities ; no Price 
deters us from gr Atify1 ing our Vanity and Lux- 


ury; and while that laſts, all Cloſe-handed- 
nels in a common Concern will look more 


like a grudging of the Publick, than any real 
Neceſſity. I don't ſay, but ſome Branches 
may be as far charg d as they will reaſonably 
bear; but are there not others that have not 


yet been try d? We ſee the Induſtry of our 


Enemies, and of our Friends too, who leave 


no Stone unturn'd, but daily ſet on Foot new 
. and Propoſals to provide for their 


12 growing 
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growing Occaſions: If we cart invent, F wiſh 
we could imitate. The Abuſe of theſe things 


lies only in the Continuance of them beyond 


the Neceſſity that firſt enforces them, which 


no Conſtitution of Government can ſo well 


remedy as we. * 


Or Annual Income by Trade is calculated 


by ſome to be abont two Millions; ; but ſup- 


pofing it leſs, one half of that Money, well 


diſpos'd of, may go a great way to bring the 
War to a, ſpeedy and happy Concluſion. A 


far leſs Sum will equip our Fleet; and if that 


were once done, a ſtrong Squadion ſent to the 


W: 22 -Iadies,under true Britjh Com manders,will, 


in all Probability, ſoon repay. us. The moſt 


ſpeedy- and effettual Method to reduce our 


Enemies is (as I before hinted) to ſtop the 


Fountain of their Money, and obſtruct their 


Commerce, We are better able to do this 
than they are to oppoſe us: And were this 


once effected, King Philip mult ſoon be oblig'd 


to content himſelf with what former Treaties 


had given him, and glad if he can eſcape ſo, 


It ſeems to be demonſtrable, that a Naval 


= *%e * 


War is the likelieſt Method to humble this aſ-. 


piring Monarch: And as it is ſo, it is a ſort 
of War that we can beſt manage with the leaſt 
Fs and Danger to ourſelves, Qur Naval 

Force 


8 
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Force conſumes our own Commodities, and the 
Money raisd for maintaining it circulates 
among ourſelves. From all this, I infer, that 
the Surmiſes of ſuch Perſons as ſuggeſt the 
' Impoſlibility of our being able to bear a new 
War, ought not to be liſtened to. Let us be 
ſo wiſe as to make uſe of their Aſſiſtance in 
any thing that may better or farther ſecure 
our Conſtitution, whatever Principle it proceeds 
from, or to whatever End it is directed; but 
we muſt beware of being engag d by them in 
any thing that may throw us into unſeaſonable 
Heats, or retard our deer u 4-4 Prepatutions in 
the JR Comunnre, 3 ROWE. E 


1 x E great Loſſes of our Merthanies, winks 
Effects are ſeiz d in Spain, is alſo made a very 
popular Complaint againſt the late Proceed- 
ings of the Government. To which it may 
be anſwer d, That nothing of that kind can 
be attempted without Eoſs-to particular Per- 
ſons, and the whole Community of a King. 
dom ; but the general Good muſt in all Cafes 
have the Preference. The Wiſdom of the Na- 
tion may be apply'd to in this Matter, to grant 
the Merchants a Compenſation for their Loſſes, 
. by a Share of what may be taken from the 
Enemy hereafter in the Nl. Indies, or at Sea, 
or by ſuch other Methods as they may judge 
Def In the mean time, we have no Reaſon 
to 
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to doubt, but all our generous Traders will 
be heartily willing to bear ſome Loſs, provided 
that by a brisk Management of an actual War, 


dur Trade may be deliver d from ſuch Dangers 1 


in time to come, and eſtabliſh'd upon 2 bet- 


ter Footing. 


In order to make all theſe Projects effectual, 
Expedition and Diſpatch are principally re- 
quiſite. We have no Reaſon to deſpair of 


Succeſs in diſappointing the ambitious Deſigns 


of his Catholick Majeſty, if we ſpeedily and 
cheerfully ſet about it. As it is certain he has 
a great Force and Treaſure at his Command, 


0 it is as certain that the Emperor, Great Bri- 
tain, and France, are Maſters of a much greater . 


Force and Treaſure. Then, humanly ſpeak- 
ing, there's nothing can defeat us, but Diſ- 


union amongſt ourſelves, which indeed may 


too likely occaſion Want of Courage, Wiſdom, 
and Honeſty. But tis to be hop d that Dan- 


gers threatning from Abroad will engage all true 


Patriots to interpoſe with their utmoſt Endea- 
vours to unite the Minds of Men at Home. 
Externus Timor magnum Concordia vinculum. 


SINCE the Writing of what's above, the: . 


Houſe of Commons have reſolved, T hat a Sup- 
ply be granted to His Majefly. Certainly all wiſe 


and well intention nd Perſons muſt behold their 
: vigorous 
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vigorous Proceedings with extreme Pleaſure | 
and Satisfaction. When the Subjects obſerve a 
great Care in their Sovereign to manage what 


they give and pay, it makes 'em contribute 


cheerfully to the Supplies that are needful to 
the Government. And it will be readily own'd, 


that never any Prince was a better Steward of 
the Publick Money, than his preſent Majeſty, 
who always lets his People ſee, that what's 


given has been appropriated to the Purpoſes 


for which it was intended; and that he is ne- 
ver for keeping up any unneceſſary Charge up- 
on them ; witneſs the late conſiderable Reduc- 
tion of the Land Forces, for which the Com- 


mons are ſo thankful 1 in their Addreſs. . 


T o conclude : The Nation is happy i in ha- 
ving a King whom they can truſt, not only be- 
cauſe his Intereſt is the ſame with theirs, but 


becauſe all. the Actions of his Life have de- 
monſtrated, that no Conſideration of his own 


could ever divert him from acting what was beſt 
for the Cauſe he was engag d in; and who is as 
famous for being juſt and true to his Word, as his 
Enemies are infamous for breaking their moſt 
folemn Leagues. In a word, He is a Prince 
that has the Virtue, the F idelity, the Integrity 


of Cato; as well as the Bravery, the Courage, 


and Conduct. of Cæſar. Never did the Happi- 


neſs of the beſt * of Mankind depend more 
upon 
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upon a ſingle Life than now. Nations differing 


in Religion, and all Things elſe, do unanimouſly 
agree in acknowledging Him to be the Head, 
the Heart, the Hand of the Confederacy. To 
be the Preſerver of Europe, is a much more 


glorious Title, than to be Conqueror of it. 


And there can be no Advantage, but what this 


Nation in particular may juſtly expect from a 
King ſo zealous to promote their Good, and 
ſo able to perform what He undertakes. 
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